
Presentation

Assessing and Treating Altered Mental Status as an EMT – It’s 
More Than Calling ALS  (1.5 CME hrs.)
EMTs play an important role in any EMS system, but in many situations their valuable skill set is 
ignored in a rush to bring paramedics to the scene.  Although most protocols traditionally call for an 
ALS response to altered mental status, there are important assessment and treatment steps that 
need to occur before the paramedic arrives. This class will review the assessment of altered mental 
status and discuss critical decision making in the context of a decreased level of consciousness. 
We will further review the common causes of altered mental status and describe lifesaving 
basic interventions.  Although all levels of care are welcome, this class is primarily designed for 
emergency responders, EMTs and AEMTs.

10 Calls That Were Not Included in Your Textbook (1.5 CME hrs.)
Let’s face it, some situations just don’t fit any neat little treatment algorithm or protocol. Pre-
hospital medicine occasionally requires critical thinking and resourceful decision-making. Excellent 
providers have learned to “think outside the box.” This session will use small groups to overcome 10 
challenging scenarios that require thinking not discussed in most textbooks. Problem-based learning 
will be used to navigate the challenging situations and will pair advanced and basic level providers 
together in pursuit of creative solutions. All levels are welcome.

Presented By: Dan Batsie, EMT-P

Presentation

The Graying of America: What It Means for Emergency Medical 
Providers (1.5 CME hrs.)
Statistics indicate that by the year 2030, almost one in every three people in the United States will 
be over the age of 65. This seminar focuses on helping understand the physical and psychosocial 
aspects of the aging process while gaining a better understanding of and sensitivity to the 
experience of our elderly population. Communication techniques, quick tips for managing difficult 
behaviors in emergent situations and strategies to provide care to a person with extreme confusion 
will all be discussed. The presentation will focus heavily on understanding Alzheimer’s disease and 
related dementias specifically as it relates to providing emergency medical care.

Presented By: Kristen Batchelder, MPA

Presentation

My Achy Back (1.5 CME hrs.)
The first maxim of medicine is “Primum non nocere”  (“First, do no harm”). But are we helping our 
patients or hurting them with spinal immobilization? The conversation will explore the origins and 
distortions of spinal immobilization and perhaps lead to a more sensible approach to the patient with 
a spinal injury. The program will cover fundamental knowledge of the EMS system, general anatomy 
and physiology of patient assessment and management, scene information, patient assessment 
findings, and basic emergency care and transportation based on assessment findings for an acutely 
ill patient.

Presented By: Rich Beebe, MS, RN, NREMT-P

Presentation

Less than Lethal Force Injuries (1.5 CME hrs.)
Most of the time when a person is hit by a beanbag projectile, jolted into submission by a taser or 
doused with pepper spray, a life does not hang in balance … or does it? Please join author Paul 
Werfel in this interactive discussion of injuries that are associated with “less than lethal force” 
weapons.

Demographics, identification, assessment and treatment of trauma associated with electrical 
weapons, rubber bullets, beanbag projectiles and pepper spray will be discussed. In addition, 
students shall be able to discuss then legal ramifications associated with use of these agents.

Presented By: Paul A. Werfel, MS, NREMT-P
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The State of Emergency Medical Service in New York State (1.25 CME hrs.)
Presentation by Bureau of EMS, NYS Department of Health and NYSEMS Council
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