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Year: Name: Fire Department:

2005  Glenn Sickles  Scottsville Fire Department
2006  Jeffrey S. Burkhart  Oriskany Independent Fire and Hose Company
2007  Donald P. Dalrymple Valois, Logan & Hector Fire Company, Inc.
2008  David Bowen  Vischer Ferry Volunteer Fire Company
2009  Brian Niggli  Penfield Fire Company
2010  Kenneth Clair, Jr.  Brewster Fire Department
2011  Richard D. Tarello  South Farmingdale Fire Department
2012 William C. “Billy” Schroeder Lancaster Fire Department
2013 Harry Prodromides Lindenhurst Fire Department
2014  Aaron Cook  Johnsonville Volunteer Fire Co.
2015 Jennifer Cortese The Whitesboro Fire Department

Deceased

Past Fire Safety Educator of the Year Award Recipients



A 28-year member of the New Hartford Fire Department, William J. Wren 
has spent a tremendous number of hours tirelessly working on a unique fire 
prevention program specifically for junior and senior high school students. 
This came about as a result of the New Hartford FD Fire Prevention Program 
Committee’s review of the numerous fire prevention programs that the 
department does each year throughout the community’s three elementary 
schools. 

The committee discovered that once a student goes to junior high school there 
is a void in fire prevention education. Realizing that fire prevention education is 
an ongoing process, William developed a special program. 

Various presentations and revisions were presented to the committee until 
the program was ready for delivery. During this time, a second program was 
developed specifically for high school seniors who are preparing to graduate 
and enter college.

Both programs received the support and backing of the superintendent and 
principals of New Hartford’s two high schools and presentations were made not 
only to the students in grades seven through 12, but also to teachers. With the 
assistance of the fire prevention committee, William presented these programs 
over a period of four days for eight hours a day.

In addition to the elementary and high schools, William and committee 
members have presented a number of audience-specific fire prevention 
programs to various youth groups, senior citizens and civic organizations.

New Hartford FD fire prevention programs have reached over 2,500 students 
and more than 300 adults. These figures do not include the various public 
displays and the individuals we encountered during Fire Prevention Month at 
various shopping malls within and outside of the fire district. 

In 2011, William received the William G. Martin Iron Man of the Year award, one 
of the highest honors the New Hartford FD presents. The award recognizes a 
volunteer firefighter who is ever ready, ever willing and ever present to serve 
the community. 

William has trained members of every fire department within his home county 
of Oneida and many others. Everyone who knows William has a tremendous 
respect for him not only as a brother firefighter, but also as an outstanding 
citizen who truly cares about the safety of his community, its citizens, his 
department and all firefighters.

Adapted from a nomination submitted by New Hartford FD Assistant Chief and 
Fire Prevention Program Committee Chairman Richard Alexander

William J. Wren  
New Hartford Fire Department
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