
FASNY Legislative Outreach 
Program Ready for 2009

In the 2008 legislative session, nearly thirty volunteer fire
service related bills passed both the Senate and Assembly.
These bills were then presented to the Governor for his
approval or veto. To lend some organization to these bills,
each bill has been placed into one of the following cate-
gories:

1. FASNY Scorecard Legislation 
These are free-standing legislative bills (not budget bills)
that were on FASNY’s Scorecard.
2. FASNY Scorecard Budget Initiatives 
These are FASNY Scorecard items that are addressed in the
NYS budget.
3. “Priority 1” Bills 

These are non-Scorecard bills that have been identified by
FASNY’s Board, Legislative Committee, EMS Committee
or any other key FASNY committee as having statewide
impact on firefighters and other emergency responders.
4. “Priority 2” Bills 

These are bills that have a more limited impact on certain
aspects or particular segments of the volunteer fire and
emergency responder community.
5. “Priority 3” Bills 

These are bills that have a very specific local focus. These
include bills that authorize local tax exemptions, bills that

address local residency requirements for fire company
membership, local consolidation measures, and other mat-
ters unique to certain localities.

Each bill is set forth below in its respective category.
Please note that the bills are identified by their number and
sponsor. For instance, “S3673” is NYS Senate bill number
S3673 sponsored by Senator LaValle (and is the same bill as
Assembly bill number A8424 sponsored by Assemblyman
Magee). A bill summary (“SUMM”) is also included which
describes the bill and indicates which section of law was
added or amended. For instance, S3673 amends (“Amd”)
section 669-c (“S669-c”) of the Education Law (“Ed L”).
Please note that if a bill adds a new section of law, then the
notation “Add” is used instead of “Amd” to indicate that the
bill added a new section of law. Please also note that the
term “Last Act” indicates the last action taken on the bill.

FASNY Scorecard Legislation (4 bills):
S3673 LaValle -- 
Same as A 8424 Magee
SUMM : Amd S669-c, Ed L Provides that volunteer organ-
izations may submit up to three applications to the higher
education services corporation for voluntary recruitment
scholarships.
Last Act: 09/25/08 vetoed memo.156

Same as A 8424 Last Act: 06/04/08 substituted by s3673 
09/25/08 Vetoed Memo.156

A7699A Destito (MS) -- 
Same as S 4617-A Seward
SUMM : Amd S92-a, Gen Muni L Relates to a volunteer
firefighter and volunteer ambulance worker health pro-
gram.
Eff. Date 01/17/2009  
Last Act: 07/21/08 signed chap.331
07/21/08 approval memo.14
Same as S 4617 Last Act: 06/17/08 substituted by A7699A 
07/21/08 approval memo.14

S6839 Maziarz -- 
Same as A 9922 John
SUMM : Amd S2, Chap 606 of 2006 Extends a presumption
relating to certain lung disabilities incurred by volunteer
firefighters until June 30, 2010.
Eff. Date 06/30/2008 
Last Act: 06/30/08 signed chap.120
Same as A 9922 Last Act: 06/12/08 substituted by s6839 
06/30/08 signed chap.120

n October, FASNY approved the comprehensive 2009
FASNY Scorecard, a proactive agenda composed of 19 items.
To promote this agenda, FASNY is continuing its Legislative
Outreach Program. Through educational seminars and arti-

cles, the program is designed to provide information on the 2009
proactive agenda and to address other important and timely leg-
islative matters.

In 2008, the program conducted 12 legislative seminars with
over 500 FASNY members and about 40 legislators in attendance.
These meetings covered a variety of topics and usually lasted 60
to 90 minutes. A typical meeting included explanation and clari-
fication of legislative issues, a legislative status report, presenta-
tions by legislators and a question and answer session. Attendees
also received a 50-page comprehensive guide to FASNY’s legisla-
tive agenda.

In 2009, the primary focus of the program will continue to be
educational seminars relating to legislation affecting the volun-
teer fire service. During the year, these meetings will be conduct-
ed across the state in coordination with the sectional associa-
tions. The seminars will provide a comprehensive overview and
explanation of the 2009 proactive agenda as well as an update on
other important legislative issues. In addition, the sectionals will
have the ability to include additional legislative topics into the
seminar if desired. In this way, each sectional association will be
able to tailor the seminars to meet its specific needs and interests.
For example, a sectional association may decide that it would like
an examination of the Good Governance Laws of 2006, a discus-
sion of volunteer firefighter scholarship programs, an overview

of VFBL, or a discussion on any other topic that the sectional
finds interesting.

Sectional participation in the Legislative Outreach Program is
voluntary. If the sectional association decides to participate, the
seminars will be conducted on dates and locations selected by the
sectional. If a sectional wishes, it may schedule more than one
seminar. At this time, the following meetings have already been
scheduled:

Current Schedule of Meetings and Locations:

January 11th, 2009 -     Northern (Copenhagen)
January 24th, 2009 -     Central (Enfield)
January 31st, 2009 -     Central - Oneida County 

Legislative Breakfast (Deerfield)
February 7th, 2009 -     Central - Onondaga County

(Solvay)
February 28th, 2009 -     Southern (Hauppauge)
March 7th, 2009 -     Hudson Valley (Montrose)
March 7th, 2009 -     Central (Walton)
April 18th, 2009 -     Southern (Mineola)
April 19th, 2009 -     Southwestern (Erie County)
April 26th, 2009 -     Northern-Central (Geneva)

For more information on the Legislative Outreach Program,
please contact FASNY’s Legislative Representative K.T. Hannan
Public Affairs at (518) 465-6550 or Mike Karashay, FASNY
Legislative Committee member at (845) 246-8395.
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